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1. Introduction 
 

Driving Rhode Island to Vehicle Electrification (DRIVE) is an Electric Vehicle (EV) rebate program 

administered by the Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources (OER) to support adoption of electric 

vehicles by Ocean State drivers. 

 

OER is the lead state agency on energy policy and programs. The mission of OER is to lead Rhode Island 

to a secure, cost-effective, and sustainable energy future. According to the Rhode Island State Energy 

Plan,1 the transportation sector accounts for 40 percent of total statewide energy expenditures, releasing 

4.5 million tons of CO2 into the atmosphere annually.  Despite robust interest in clean transportation 

solutions and growing electric vehicle (EV) market opportunities throughout New England and the nation 

there exists no significant support structure for consumers interested in adopting EVs within Rhode 

Island’s existing energy policy and programmatic framework.  Importantly, alternative clean 

transportation solutions, such as EVs, can reduce consumer fuel costs, increase energy security, and 

mitigate emissions from the transportation sector.   

 

DRIVE represents a significant step toward filling this gap in the State’s clean energy portfolio by 

facilitating consideration and, ultimately, consumer adoption of no-to-low carbon, clean transportation 

alternatives.  Through DRIVE, qualified Rhode Island residents interested in the purchase or lease of an 

EV will be able to apply for a rebate of up to $2,500,2 based upon vehicle battery capacity.  Thanks to the 

coordinated efforts of OER and the Rhode Island Attorney General’s Office, $200,000 of funding is 

available to support this program (as of January 29, 2016).   

 

2. Program Overview 
 

Rhode Island residents interested in purchasing or leasing a new electric vehicle are strongly encouraged 

to review all DRIVE Program Materials and the DRIVE Eligible Vehicle Model List, available at: 

www.drive.ri.gov.     

 

Only Rhode Island residents with a qualified electric vehicle registered in Rhode Island are eligible for 

the program.  Incentives are reserved and/or awarded on a first-come, first-served basis.   

 

After a Rhode Island resident purchases or leases an eligible PEV from a licensed Rhode Island 

franchised new automobile dealer,3 they are qualified to apply to OER for a vehicle rebate.  Eligible PEVs 

include battery electric vehicles and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles.  OER maintains a complete list of 

qualified electric vehicle makes and models on their website at: www.drive.ri.gov.  

 

A completed and approved DRIVE application will “reserve” funding to support the qualified rebate 

amount tied to the applicant’s vehicle make, model, and battery capacity.  Applicants will then have thirty 

(30) business days to provide OER with all required supporting documentation, including copies of a 

valid Rhode Island registration certificate for the electric vehicle; the final sales or lease contract, 

including an itemization of credits, discounts, and incentives received, if applicable; a Rhode Island 

                                                           
1 For more information on the State Energy Plan and to read the complete document, please visit: 

www.energy.ri.gov/energyplan/. 
2 Rebates will be made on a first-come, first-serve basis based upon adherence to application requirements and 

contingent on funding availability. OER reserves the right to extend, modify, or terminate this program based upon 

funding availability and/or other factors. 
3 Tesla electric vehicles are exempted from this locational requirement.  Instead, qualified Rhode Island residents are 

allowed to purchase a Tesla from a licensed franchised auto dealer in neighboring Connecticut or Massachusetts and 

apply for a rebate through DRIVE.   

http://www.drive.ri.gov/
www.drive.ri.gov
http://www.energy.ri.gov/energyplan/


2 
 

driver’s license or other valid Rhode Island residency form as approved by the OER; and a signed W-9 

form.  Importantly, if the applicant does not submit all required support documentation within thirty (30) 

business days, as indicated above, OER will release the “reserved” rebate funds back to the DRIVE 

program and a new application will need to be submitted. 

 

OER will review all submitted materials for completeness and to ensure the applicant meets all eligibility 

requirements.  If approved, OER will award the appropriate rebate amount directly to the applicant in a 

single payment by check within four to six (4-6) weeks from the date of final approval.4   

 

OER reserves the right to modify the DRIVE Program and its terms and conditions and/or terminate the 

DRIVE program at its sole discretion.  The submittal of a rebate application form does not guarantee 

award. 

 

3. Vehicle Eligibility 
 

To be eligible for a DRIVE rebate, a vehicle must be listed on OER’s DRIVE Eligible Vehicle List at 

the time of purchase or lease.  The purchase or lease must be executed on or after the program start 

date of January 29, 2016. Electric vehicles purchased or leased prior to this date will not qualify for a 

DRIVE incentive.   

 

OER will maintain a DRIVE Eligible Vehicle List and post this information on its website at 

www.drive.ri.gov.  The list will be updated periodically as vehicle models are approved.  If a new vehicle 

meets the eligibility requirements set forth in this section, OER will calculate the rebate amount and add 

the vehicle to the DRIVE Eligible Vehicle List.  Such vehicles will be eligible for DRIVE rebates 

prospectively, based upon the effective date of its addition to the list.   

 

Eligible Rhode Island residents can qualify for a maximum of one (1) DRIVE rebate.  Businesses, non-

profit organizations, state and municipal governments, and other non-individual applicants are not eligible 

to apply to DRIVE at this time.  

 

Qualified electric vehicles must be new, constructed of new parts that have never been the subject of a 

retail sale, or registered with the Rhode Island Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) or any other motor 

vehicle agency or authority in any other jurisdiction. Qualified electric vehicles that are purchase or 

leased as dealership floor models and test drive vehicles may qualify under the DRIVE program, subject 

to review and approval of OER. 

 

The following types of motorized vehicles are not eligible for DRIVE rebates at this time: 

 

 Aftermarket plug-in hybrid electric and battery electric vehicle conversions; 

 Electric scooters, mopeds, all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), neighborhood or low speed electric vehicles; 

or 

 Electric motorcycles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 Processing times may vary.   

http://www.drive.ri.gov/apply/eligible-vehicle-list.php
http://www.drive.ri.gov/apply/eligible-vehicle-list.php
www.drive.ri.gov
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4. Rebate Amounts  
 

As of the effective date of this document, eligible electric vehicle rebate amounts are as follows: 

 

Rebate Amount Required Battery Capacity 

$2,500.00 Greater than 18 kWh electrochemical energy storage (e.g. battery or plug-in hybrid) 

$1,500.00 7 to 18 kWh electrochemical energy storage 

$500.00 Less than 7 kWh electrochemical energy storage  

 

5. Vehicle Purchaser or Lessee Duties and Responsibilities 
 

The vehicle purchaser or lessee is responsible for submitting all required documentation, information, and 

applications to OER.  Upon review and approval by OER, rebates will be issued by check and sent 

directly to the purchaser or lessee of the vehicle.  Rebate checks will be sent by USPS.  

 

To qualify for a DRIVE rebate, an electric vehicle purchaser or lessee must satisfy all of the following 

conditions: 

 

a. Only Rhode Island residents are eligible for this program.  Proof of Rhode Island residency at the 

time of vehicle purchase or lease will be required to complete a DRIVE application. 

 

b. Except for vehicles manufactured by Tesla,5 the electric vehicle must be purchased or leased from 

a licensed Rhode Island franchised new automobile dealer. 

 

c. The electric vehicle must be new and of a make and model listed on OER’s DRIVE Eligible 

Vehicle List (see Section 3) at the time of purchase or lease. 

 

d. The purchase or lease date must be on or after January 29, 2016. 

 

The qualified electric vehicle may not include modifications to the vehicles emissions control systems, 

hardware, software calibrations, or hybrid system. 
 

6. Application Process  
 

The DRIVE application is available on-line at www.drive.ri.gov. If you do not have access to the Internet 

and would like a hard copy application mailed to you, please contact Ryan Cote (OER) at (401) 574-9118 

or Ryan.Cote@energy.ri.gov.  

 

For purchases, the date of purchase is the day that the purchase agreement is signed by the qualified 

individual and executed by the dealer.  For leases, the date of lease is the date upon which the lease of the 

vehicle commences as specified in a signed lease agreement.   

 

                                                           
5 Qualified Rhode Island residents are allowed to purchase a new Tesla from a licensed franchised auto dealer in 

neighboring Connecticut or Massachusetts and apply for incentives through DRIVE.  This is the only exception.   

http://www.drive.ri.gov/
mailto:Ryan.Cote@energy.ri.gov
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Step 1: After purchasing or leasing a qualified electric vehicle, eligible Rhode Island residents must 

complete and submit a DRIVE application to OER.  As rebates will be issued on a first-come, first-serve 

basis, the submittal of a complete application RESERVES6 an individual’s place in the application 

queue7.  The DRIVE application must be submitted electronically to www.drive.ri.gov or mailed to:  

 

Attn: DRIVE Rebate Program 

R.I. Office of Energy Resources  

1 Capitol Hill, 4th Floor 

Providence, Rhode Island 02908 

 

Step 2: Qualified applicants will have an additional thirty (30) business days from the date of their 

approved application to submit all required support documentation, as specified on the DRIVE 

application.  Supporting documents must be sent via USPS to the address listed above.  All documents 

should be mailed in one envelope.  PLEASE DO NOT SEND ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS.8 
 

At minimum, DRIVE applicants must provide copies of the following support documents: 

 

 A copy of the Rhode Island registration for the electric vehicle.  

 

 A copy of the signed and executed sales or lease contract with an itemization of credits, discounts 

and incentives received. 

 

 A copy of the vehicle purchaser’s or lessees current Rhode Island driver’s license.  If you do not 

have a Rhode Island driver’s license you may provide another valid form of Rhode Island 

residency as approved by the Rhode Island Department of Motor Vehicles. 

 

 A copy of a signed and completed W-9 form, available at: 

http://controller.admin.ri.gov/documents/Forms/Misc%20Forms/13_W-
9%20Form%20Revised%20Aug%202015.doc.docx. 
 

All applications and supporting documents will be subject to review and approval by OER.  Upon 

approval of a completed application and confirmation that all support documentation has been submitted 

and is in good order, OER will issue the appropriate level of rebate on a first-come, first-served basis 

based upon the application’s position in the rebate queue.  

 

Failure to comply with all stated program requirements may result in removal of an applicant’s position in 

the application queue; require an interested applicant to re-submit their application and/or support 

documentation; and/or result in the denial of an application by OER. OER reserves the right to request 

additional support documentation, as necessary, to verify eligibility. 

 

Please note that submittal of an application does not guarantee approval or issuance of a rebate. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
6 The reservation of a rebate does not guarantee payment of any incentive by OER.   
7 Applications submitted online will be timestamped upon submittal; applications mailed to OER will be 

timestamped upon receipt. 
8 OER is not responsible in the event that original documents (i.e. registration, purchase agreements, etc.) are mailed 

and/or misplaced or lost.  

http://www.drive.ri.gov/
http://controller.admin.ri.gov/documents/Forms/Misc%20Forms/13_W-9%20Form%20Revised%20Aug%202015.doc.docx
http://controller.admin.ri.gov/documents/Forms/Misc%20Forms/13_W-9%20Form%20Revised%20Aug%202015.doc.docx
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7. Appeals Process 
 

The Commissioner of the Office of Energy Resources will consider appeals related to the denial of a 

rebate application on a case-by-case basis.  A request for appeal must be submitted, in writing, within 

thirty (30) days of the date of application denial to:    

 

Commissioner of the Office of Energy Resources 

Office of Energy Resources  

1 Capitol Hill, 4th Floor 

Providence, Rhode Island 02908 

 

8. Contact Information 
 

For general questions and inquiries regarding the DRIVE Rebate Program or other clean transportation 

initiatives in Rhode Island, please contact Ryan Cote, OER Program Services Officer, at (401) 574-9118 

or Ryan.Cote@energy.ri.gov. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Ryan.Cote@energy.ri.gov


6 
 

Appendix A 

Supporting Documents  

1. Sample Registration Form (TR-1 Form) 

http://www.dmv.ri.gov/documents/forms/registration/TR-1.pdf
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2. Example Purchase and Sales Agreement Form 
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3. Sample Rhode Island Driver’s License or Proof of Residency  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhode Island Driver’s License Rhode Island Identification Card 
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4. Sample W-9 Form 

 

http://controller.admin.ri.gov/documents/Forms/Misc%20Forms/13_W-9%20Form%20Revised%20Aug%202015.doc.docx
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Appendix B 

1. Map of Public Charging Stations 

For more detailed information, please 

visit the Alternative Fuels Data Center 

(AFDC) website at 

http://www.afdc.energy.gov/.  

Other Resources: 

1. Plugshare: 

www.plugshare.com 

2. Chargepoint: 

www.chargepoint.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.afdc.energy.gov/
http://www.plugshare.com/
http://www.chargepoint.com/

